General Assembly of Mountain Wilderness International
May 21-22 2022, St Cergue, Canton de Vaud, Suisse/Switzerland

Dear Friends from all chapters of Mountain Wilderness
It is our pleasure to invite you to our General Assembly, taking place in a wonderful location which we hope
will make this meeting special!
We will be staying in a mountain hut in Jura, very close to the border with France. “Chalet Les Sommets”
overlooks Lake Geneva (Lac Léman), with Mont Blanc and the western swiss Alps in the background. This
hut is accessible directly by train and a short walk. As a typical mountain hut, it offers limited comfort, with
bunk beds, no central heating and electricity only from PV panels. Alternative lodging options are available
nearby, also accessible by train, for those who prefer. We will be taking meals at a nearby “Restaurant
d’Alpage”, within close walking distance (shown on the second photo below)

Location and Access
Except for those coming from further north or east, the meeting place is best accessed by going through
Geneva, whichever of the plentiful means available you use to get there
Coordinates :
CH1903+ / LV95
2'500'045.0, 1'145'505.0
CH1903 / LV03
500'045.57, 145'504.32
WGS 84 (lat/lon)
46.45340, 6.13762
46°27′12.257″N 6°08′15.431″E
Train from Geneva is the recommended option : A picturesque mountain train takes you from Nyon to StCergue Les Pralies , which is the closest train stop, from where you have to walk 1,3 km along a trail, then a
private paved road to a farmhouse, then across a meadow, to reach the hut (route is shown on first picture
below). Access from the main railway stop in the village of St Cergue is an alternative option, a little bit
further from the hut at 2,2 km, (second picture below).

« Les Sommets »Hut
Trailhead from « Les Pralies »
Farmhouse

Restaurant
This being Switzerland, trains between Nyon and St Cergue run every half-hour at peak times and at least
every hour from 6 am to midnight. Nyon is on the main railway line between Geneva and Lausanne, and
trains to get there are even more frequent, running alt least every half-hour. If you plan to arrive in Geneva
by plane, the connection from Geneva airport to Nyon is direct. Check the web site of the swiss national
railways for schedules, which are, needless to say, 100% reliable.

If you plan to arrive by car, bear in mind the hut is ultimately accessible only on foot and that you will have
to park your car a few hundred meters below the hut, before reaching the farmhouse which marks the end
of the paved road.

Practicalities
You will need to bring with you :
• A headlamp
• A sleeping bag (blankets are available, a lightweight liner sheet should be enough)
• Walking shoes (no need for heavy boots, but there could be mud if the weather if wet) and
waterproof clothing, as we will be walking to lunch and dinner
• Warm clothing, as nights could be chilly : these are not high mountains, but the hut stands at an
elevation of 1280m
• Needless to say, you should carry your belongings in a backpack, not a wheelie…

Schedule
We have reserved the hut for the whole week-end , so you may arrive in the afternoon of the 20th of may
(Friday) if you wish. I will be there myself from around 16h (4 pm)
The official GA itself and the associated workshops will take place on the afternoon of the 21st from 14h
(2pm) and in the morning of the 22nd, from 9 a.m.
If you arrive in the morning of the 21st, we will be having lunch somewhere else, depending on the weather,
this will be confirmed in due time to those who have announced their participation
We will be having dinner on the 21st in the nearby Restaurant d’Alpage “Basse-Ruche”, 1km on foot from
the hut, (yet accessible also by car) shown on the picture above
We will separate after lunch on the 22nd

Alternative lodging options (along the railway line)
•

A few B&Bs (e.g. www.aurayondesoleil.ch) and rental apartments are available in the village of St
Cergue
• A more upmarket and comfy option is Auberge de l’Union, with singles from 120 CHF, down the
railway line in Arzier (~10 min from St Cergue)
• “Hostellerie du XVIe siècle”, is, as its name indicates, in an ancient building in the heart of the
charming old town of Nyon, with single rooms from 90 CHF, close to the lake and the railway
station, ~35 minutes from St Cergue.
There are plenty more options in the city of Nyon and further along the lake, but you should expect
prices to rise as you get closer to Geneva….
If you come by car, you may choose to stay on the french side of the border, where accommodation in
congenial hostel-style “gites d’étape” (e.g. www.lagrenotte.com)is cheaper than in Switzerland
We strongly recommend that, if you have the opportunity, you extend your stay in this beautiful region,
which offers limitless possibilities. If you fancy a short walk to get a feel for the mountains of Jura, you
could start from the hut, climb to La Dôle”, and join the “GR Balcon du Léman” hiking trail, which goes
all the way to the highest point of the range (“Crêt de la Neige”), with incredible views of the Alps and Lake
Geneva all along. Of course Chamonix is just a short hop from Geneva by train, but there are hundreds of
less well-known (and just-as-worthy) options for a short or extended stay.

If you can’t find the hut 😉, experience a delay or have any other problem when arriving,
you may call me or send me a message at
00 33 6 86 67 26 60 or whatsapp, or g.privat@orange.fr
Gilles Privat

